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You could be forgiven to think its that 
easy …

Luther’s 
teachings

Us
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You could be forgiven to think its that 
easy …

Luther’s 
teachings

Us

Actually, there was quiet a bit of, uhmm, 
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What does it mean to be Lutheran?
• For a long time, the best answer was: 

“just ask Luther”
• By the 1530, he and his inner circle had 

written various documents, establishing 
precisely what it meant to be Lutheran

• Many of these documents were written 
reacting to specific situations  …
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Luther’s Catechisms, 1529
• To survey the situation in 

Saxony, the Wittenbergers 
began in 1529 visiting every 
parish in Saxony.

• What the found was NOT 
pretty …

• Luther responded by writing 
the Small and the Large 
Catechism as teaching tools

"Many [pastors] could not repeat the 
Ten Commandments or the Lord's 
Prayer and knew little or nothing about 
the Bible. … In many regions at least a 
third of the avowedly celibate clergy 
lived in wild wedlock. … In one region … 
[conditions were] so dreadful that out 
of 200 clergymen all but ten lived in 
open fornication. It was not unusual to 
find pastors in gambling places and 
beer chambers, distinguishable from 
the laity only by the title of clergyman."

"Luther and his times" by E. G. Schwiebert, 
p 618-619
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Luther’s Catechisms, 1529
• They also began publishing 

the “Kirchenpostillen”, what 
we’d call a newsletter today, 
that contained ready-for-
use sermons by Luther
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Luther’s Catechisms, 1529
• “Small Catechism”, 

ultimately meant for in-
family use

• “Large Catechism”, 
meant for use by the 
pastors



Augsburg Confession, 1530
• Presented to the Emperor Charles V
• At the occasion of the Diet in Augsburg
• 28 Articles authored by Philipp Melanchthon (co-

authored and checked by Luther and others)
• Signed by the major Protestant principalities (dukes 

and free cities)
• And remember: The signers all put their necks on the 

line by signing this decent with emperor and papery
This was a stately affair of highest official ranking …



Apology to the Augsburg Confession, 1530

• In defense of the “Refutation” of the Augsburg 
Confession, as delivered by the papists

• Also presented to the Emperor Charles V
• 14 Articles authored by Philipp Melanchthon
… another official document archived in the 
Emperor’s records



Schmalkald Articles, 1537
• Believing a fair and free council of the 

Pope was to follow shortly, Luther's 
patron, Elector John Frederick of Saxony, 
requests from Luther to write a principal 
document

• Also, Luther had been seriously ill in 
1536; so John Frederic explicitly requests 
that Luther write this document to also 
serve as a “last will and testament” of all 
his teaching and preaching …

Elector John Frederick of Saxony



Schmalkald Articles, 1537
• In December 1536 Luther delivered a 

major work in three parts
• From his preface: “I have decided to 

publish these articles so that, if I should 
die before a council meets… those who 
live after me may have my testimony 
and confession… to show where I have 
stood until now and where, by God’s 
grace, I will continue to stand…” 

• Signed by 43 theologians including 
Philipp Melanchthon, Johannes 
Bugenhagen, Johannes Agricola, Justus 
Jonas and Georg Helt.



Schmalkald* Articles, 1537

• The Schmalkaldic 
League forms in 1531

• It’s a Protestant 
mutual defense 
league

• Remained politically 
fragile until their 
defeat in 1547

* After the city of Schmalkalden;  anglicized also as “Smalcald”



Schmalkald Articles, 1537
• In February 1537 Luther’s testament-like document is 

presented at the league’s meeting in the town 
of Schmalkalden

• For the Papal Council Luther was requested 
to write a document that would serve as the official “line of 
defense” for Protestant negotiators

• The League was meant to adopt this as the principal definition 
of their beliefs



Schmalkald Articles, 1537
• Luther was taken very ill (kidney stones) and so was unable to 

attend the meeting. 
• Although destined to declare their united position for the 

immanent Council of Trent*, many league members thought this 
document was inappropriate to describe their positions

• The League was influenced not to adopt the Schmalkaldic Articles 
by Philipp Melanchthon, who was concerned that Luther's writing 
would be regarded as too divisive by some. 

• Nevertheless, from 1544 these articles were elevated to become 
part of the Lutheran confessions

*Although announced many times, the Council of Trent did not meet until 1545



“On the Power and Primacy of the Pope”, 1537

• For the same Smalcald League’s 
purposes, Melanchthon wrote a 
clear statement on the Papacy

• This document was to explain why 
the Pope cannot be considered the 
sole authority on interpreting 
scripture

• The document was adopted at the 
meeting as the “Treatise on the 
Power and Primacy of the Pope”
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Luther dies, 1546
• Luther dies February 18, 

1546 in Eisleben



Luther dies, 1546
• Luther dies February 18, 

1546 in Eisleben
• Buried in the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg, beneath the 
pulpit

• Protestant movement is now 
devoid of the ultimate 
‘resolver’ of theological 
dispute



What does it mean to be Lutheran?
• Can’t “just ask Luther” anymore
• At the time Luther dies, there exist the 

following documents considered as the 
“Symbols” of Protestantism:
– Augsburg Confession
– Apology of the Augsburg Confession
– On Power and Primacy of the Pope
– Small Catechism
– Large Catechism
– Smalcald Articles



The Catholic Response
Included these three 
elements:
• Order of the Jesuits
• Council of Trent
• Charles V’s military



The Order of the Jesuits
• Founded 1534 by Ignatius 

von Loyola and six friends
• Absolute loyalty to the 

teachings of Catholicism
• Special personal obedience 

to the pope
• In medieval times, Jesuits 

were an integral part in the 
‘re-catholitization’ of 
Europe



Council of Trent (1545 – 1563)
• Council of Trent (Northern Italy) 

finally begins in 1545
• But Lutherans, for the most part, 

did not want to participate … why?
• Because Pope Paul III had called 

for that council to be held for the 
specific purpose of bringing about 
“the utter extirpation of the 
poisonous, pestilential Lutheran 
heresy.” (1536)
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Council of Trent (1545 – 1563) 
Council condemns the principles and doctrines of 
Protestantism:
• It affirms that Salvation accomplished by faith 

and works
• Council rejected the "vain confidence" of the 

Protestants, stating that no one can know who 
has received the grace of God. 

• Affirms controversial Catholic practices (incl. 
indulgences)

• Affirms that (Catholic) Church is the ultimate 
interpreter of Scripture

• Pronounces Bible and Church Tradition as 
equally and independently authoritative

• Cemented Catholic doctrine for four hundred 
years (until 2nd Vatican Council held 1962-1965)



Charles V in Wittenberg, 1547
• Smalcalic League is defeated in 

the Battle of Mühlberg, April 
1547

• At Luther’s grave in May, Charles 
decides not to have his body 
exhumed, burnt and humiliated.

• But: Protestantism was already 
too wide-spread to be  affected 
by this military victory



Augsburg Interim, 1548
• Beating the Smalcaldic League brought 

military victory, but not peace
• Acted as a temporary ruling on co-

existence of Lutheranism and Roman 
Catholicism

• Neither the Anabaptists nor Calvinists were 
protected under this peace

• Forced by insistence of Charles V
• Lasted only until 1552; replace by Peace of 

Passau 
• Peace of Passau valid only “… until the next 

Imperial Diet”



Peace of Augsburg, 1555
• That next Diet is held in Augsburg, 1555
• The Peace of Augsburg officially 

acknowledges co-existence of 
Lutheranism and Roman Catholicism

• Officially establishes “Cuius regio, eius
religio” – “whose rule, his religion”

• Prescribes the permanent co-existence 
of dukedoms of different beliefs in the 
same country

• Population allowed to leave for living 
under a ruler of their belief - or convert



John Calvin (1509 – 1564)
• Picked up where Zwingli left
• Teaches in Geneva from 1551 

on
• Establishes an international 

reputation as a reformer 
distinct from Martin Luther

• “Calvinist” and “reformed” 
churches follow his teachings

• There are major differences to 
Lutheranism
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What does it mean to be Lutheran?
So, in 1563: who is left speaking with 
authority on this question:

• Luther dead – 1546
• Justus Jonas dead – 1555
• Johannes Bugenhagen dead – 1558
• Philipp Melanchthon dead – 1560
• Johannes Agricola dead – 1566
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Lutherans – divided into two camps
Philippians (Melanchthonians)
• Followers of Melanchthon
• Geo: Wittenberg and Leipzig 
• More liberal than Luther 
• Accused of being too 

reconciliatory with Catholics and 
Calvinists:
– Inching closer to Calvinist views on 

Christ’s presence in Lord’s Supper
– Inching closer to Catholic view on 

role of works “earning” salvation

Genuine Lutherans
• Also “Gnesio-Lutherans”

(from Greek gnesios: genuine, 
authentic)

• Geo: Magdeburg and Jena
• Sticking to "the simple Biblical 

truth as Luther had understood 
it.“

• That puts them into opposition to 
“Melanchthonians”
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CentristsCentrists
• Not taking part in controversies
• Opposed to all controversies not involving 

doctrinal differences
• Avoiding extreme position themselves
• BUT: Opposed every effort at sacrificing, 

veiling, or compromising Luther’s 
doctrine

 Ultimately it were these men that started 
the reconciliation effort in earnest …
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• Opposed to all controversies not involving 

doctrinal differences
• Avoiding extreme position themselves
• BUT: Opposed every effort at sacrificing, 

veiling, or compromising Luther’s 
doctrine
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But Attempts to unify Lutheranism met 
with Unexpected … Complexity

For unity, just  …



What were the Major Controversies?
1. Flacian Controversy (1560 to 1575)

‘original sin is not an accident, but the 
very substance of fallen man’

2. Adiaphoristic Controversy (1548 to 
1555)
‘rites, clothing, Romish ceremonies  etc. 
not important’

3. Majoristic Controversy (1551 to 
1562)
A variant of ‘works necessary’

4. Second Antinomian Controversy 
(1527 to 1556)
Repentance is not produced by the Law, 
but by the Gospel; hence there is no room 
for the Law and its preaching in the 
Christian Church 

5. Synergistic Controversy (1555 to 
1560)
‘my cooperation necessary’

6. Osiandrian and Stancarian
Controversy (1549 to 1566)
Christ is our righteousness only according 
to His divine nature (Osiander); ~ by His 
human nature only (Stancarian)

7. Crypto-Calvinistic Controversy 
(1560 to 1574)
‘Christ not present in Lord’s Supper’



“Not even you Lutherans know what 
you stand for!”

• So, from the late 1550ies on, 
Lutherans are deeply divided

• Some suggested a “second 
edition” of the Augsburg 
Confession to ‘clarify’ what 
Luther ‘really’ meant …

• With their main teachings 
are under attack from within 
and without, they positively 
looked a bit sheepish …



Needed: A Formula for Unity



The Formula of Concord*
• In this situation a formula for unity 

was needed: 
– A clear, unambiguous affirmation of 

all core Lutheran beliefs
– A clear, unambiguous rejection of all 

deviations and errors
• All claiming to be Lutherans would 

be called upon to either agree or 
disagree with this concord

• It would disarm adversaries of their 
arguments

From lat. condordia: unity, harmony, literally "with (one) heart."



Blending the Formula
• Jakob Andreä (1528–90) 
• Martin Chemnitz (1522–86) 
• David Chytraeus (1531–1600) 
• Johannes Cornicaelius
• Paul Crell (1532–79) 
• Peter Glaser (1528–83)
• Daniel Gräser
• Wolfgang Harder (1522–1602) 
• Caspar Heyderich (1517–86) 
• Nicholas Jagenteufel (1520–83) 
• Christoph Körner (1518–94) 
• Georg Listenius (d. 1596)
• Martin Mirus (1532–93) 
• Andreas Musculus (1514–81) 
• Maximilian Mörlin (1516–84) 
• John Schütz (1531–84) 
• Nikolaus Selnecker (1528–92)

• A group of centrist theologians 
attacks this quest for ‘concordia’:

• They met from April 9 to June 7, 1576 
in Torgau, the seat of government for 
the Electorate of Saxony at the time

They came up with a winning format …



A Winning Format
I. Original Sin.
STATUS CONTROVERSIAE. 
The Principal Question in This Controversy.
Whether original sin is properly and without any distinction man's corrupt nature, substance, and essence, or at any rate the
principal and best part of his essence [substance], namely, the rational soul itself in its highest state and powers; or whether, even
after the Fall, there is a distinction between man's substance, nature, essence, body, soul, and original sin, so that the nature
[itself] is one thing, and original sin, which inheres in the corrupt nature and corrupts the nature, another.
Affirmative Theses. 
The Pure Doctrine, Faith, and Confession according to the Aforesaid Standard and Summary Declaration.
1. We believe, teach, and confess that there is a distinction between man's nature, not only as he was originally created by God
pure and holy and without sin, but also as we have it [that nature] now after the Fall, namely, between the nature [itself], which
even after the Fall is and remains a creature of God, and original sin, and that this distinction is as great as the distinction between
a work of God and a work of the devil.
…
Negative Theses. 
Rejection of the False Opposite Dogmas.
1. Therefore we reject and condemn the teaching that original sin is only a reatus or debt on account of what has been committed
by another [diverted to us] without any corruption of our nature.
…

Divided into “Articles” on a subject

For each article: State the controversy clearly

For each article: State clearly what 
you DO BELIEVE

For each article: State clearly what 
you DO REJECT



Finally, A Formula of Concord, 1577
… gets it’s Formula Article:
I. Original Sin
II. Free Will
III. The Righteousness of Faith before God
IV. Good Works
V. Law and Gospel
VI. The Third Use of the Law
VII. The Holy Supper of Christ
VIII. The Person of Christ
IX. Christ's Descent into Hell
X. Church Ceremonies 
XI. The Eternal Foreknowledge

and Election of God
XII. Other heresies and sects

Every controversy …
1. Flacian
2. Synergistic 
3. Osiandristic and  Stancarian
4. Majoristic
5. Antinomistic
6. Antinomistic
7. Crypto-Calvinistic
8. Crypto-Calvinistic
9. Adiaphoristic
10. Other controversies
11. Other controversies

12. Yet other controversies …



The Book of Concord
Based on this Formula of 
Concord, a smaller group 
continued to compile a book 
with all Lutheran symbols:
• Georg Lysthenius
• David Chyträus
• Andreas Musculus
• Jakob Andreä, and …



Martin Chemitz
• Studied under Luther and 

Melanchthon 1545-1547
• Employed by Albert, Duke of 

Prussia, as the court 
librarian, (Königsberg, 1550)

• Used to self-study his 
unrestricted access to what 
was then considered one of 
the finest libraries in Europe
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Martin Chemitz
• Returned to Wittenberg 1553 

as guest of Melanchthon
• Joined Wittenberg faculty in 

1554
• Ordained minister by 

Johannes Bugenhagen, 1554



Martin Chemitz
• His reputation firmly established by 

publishing “Examination of the Council of 
Trent” (latin: Examen Concilii Tridentini, 
1565–73)

• The work was published in Latin as four 
volumes. It includes the decrees and 
canons of the Council of Trent analyzed 
from a Lutheran point of view.

• Numerous reprints in the 200 years that 
follow …



The Book of Concord
• Chemnitz et al. set out to define an agreeable ‘formula’ 

that speaks on all major points of contention … 
• … and not 8 years later they have it in hand!
• Published in German in 1580 (at 50th anniversary of 

Augsburg Confession), Latin 1584
• Protestant heartlands, 44 dukedoms and 21 free cities 

signed on immediately
• 8000-9000 individual theologians signed it
• Defines doctrine for “Confessional Lutherans” (incl. 

LCMS) to this day
• Teachings of all LCMS Pastors are held to this book
• That’s why Chemnitz is often called the "Second 

Martin“. The Catholics were known to say "If Martin 
[Chemnitz] had not come along, Martin [Luther] would 
hardly have survived" 



Contents of the Book of Concord
• Preface (1579)
• The Three Ecumenical creeds:

– The Apostles' Creed
– The Nicene Creed
– The Athanasian Creed

• The Augsburg Confession (1530)
• The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (1531)
• The Smalcald Articles of Martin Luther (1537)
• Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope (1537)
• The Small Catechism of Martin Luther (1529)
• The Large Catechism of Martin Luther (1529)
• Epitome of the Formula of Concord (1577)
• The Solid or Thorough Declaration of the Formula of Concord (1577).

Do you remember 
which of the 

documents  are from 
Luther’s pen?



Contents of the Book of Concord
• Preface (1579)
• The Three Ecumenical creeds:

– The Apostles' Creed
– The Nicene Creed
– The Athanasian Creed

• The Augsburg Confession (1530)
• The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (1531)
• The Smalcald Articles of Martin Luther (1537)
• Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope (1537)
• The Small Catechism of Martin Luther (1529)
• The Large Catechism of Martin Luther (1529)
• Epitome of the Formula of Concord (1577)
• The Solid or Thorough Declaration of the Formula of Concord (1577).

Philip 
Melanchthon

Philip 
Melanchthon

Philip 
Melanchthon

Which of the 
documents were 

penned by 
Melanchthon?
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Thanks …
… to the numerous and anonymous 
authors of the German and English-
language editions of Wikipedia without 
whom this presentation would have been 
a much more tedious effort.

Sources (selection):
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Formula_of_Concord
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Concord
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Chemnitz
• http://bookofconcord.org/index.php
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